
 
 
NATIONAL EGG QUALITY SCHOOL 

 
2025 National Egg Quality School May Meeting  

May 19, 2025, Greenville South Carolina 
 
Attendees:  Diana Sparks, Justin Jarocki, Pratima Adhikari, Jeff Hendricks, Aaron Kiess, Paul Patterson, 
Michael Abbott, Dianna Bourassa, Mike Persia, Shari Yeatts, Roland Mader, Ken Koelkebeck, Tony 
Herrera, Cheri Ellis, Brandon Peachey, Danny Hughes and E. L. Knicely  
 
Paul Patterson called the meeting to order and asked E. L. Knicely if there was a quorum. A quorum was 
confirmed.  
 
Paul asked for reading of minutes from the January 2025 Regular meeting held in Atlanta GA. Motion 
received to dispense with the reading of the minutes, second received, motion passed. 
 
Rafael Rivera left employment with US Poultry; Paul said the Board would need to appoint someone to 
finish his term that ends 2027. E. L. Knicely said Denise Heard, Vice President, Research Programs at US 
Poultry agreed to be nominated to finish Rafael’s term. A motion was made to nominate Denise Heard, 
second received, motion approved. Denise Heard will finish the term of the seat as an Industry 
Organization Representative.  
 
Paul informed the Board that E. L. Knicely was retiring July 1, 2025, from the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture. E. L. served 31 years as Secretary of NEQS. E. L. will remain on the Board until July 1, 2025. 
 
Paul asked for nominations for the Secretary position. Diana suggested Justin Jarocki, Cheri Ellis, or 
Roland Mader. Shari recommended Fred Marquez of the Arizona Department of Agriculture; however, she 
hasn’t talked with him, and he is not currently on the Board. After discussion it was decided to wait on 
taking nominations for the Secretaries position. Paul said a list of nominations will be put together and 
emailed to all board members for a vote in the near future.      
 
Paul offered a slate of nominees for the Director, Asst. Director, Treasurer and Coordinator and they were 
as follows. Paul Patterson Director, Ken Koelkebeck Asst. Director, Diana Sparks Treasurer and Michael 
Abbott Coordinator. A motion was received to accept by acclimation, second received, slate approved. 
 
Indianapolis Indiana will be the location for the 2026 school at the Embassy Suites Downtown.  
 
Diana said all new candling lights were received, Paul thanked Diana and Jeff Hendricks for all the work 
they did on securing them and assuring they were safe to use. Diana said people have reached out to her to 
purchase the used candling lights that are being replaced with new ones. She said she would put together a 
list of who is interested.  
 
Paul asked for ideas for the 2027 school. San Diego and Phoenix were mentioned. Need to have eggs 
available and assistance with organizing the school.       
 
A motion was made to adjourn, second received, meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
E.L. Knicely, Former Secretary 
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Paul Patterson, Director 
Ken Koelkebeck, Asst Director 
Michael Abbott, NEQS Coordinator 
Diana Sparks, Treasurer 
Vacant, Secretary 
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